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Kenchikushi

Kenchikushi is a national qualification under the Kenchikushi Law that was promulgated and enforced in 1950
and has been revised several times since then.

Kenchikushi is licensed to provide services such as design and construction administration*! of buildings*? (see
Notes below), and plays the dual role of an architect and a building engineer.

There are three types of Kenchikushi licenses (1st-class Kenchikushi, 2nd-class Kenchikushi, and Mokuzo
Kenchikushi), which restrict the use, scale and structure of buildings for which the Kenchikushi is qualified to offer
a professional service.

Those who intend to become Kenchikushi must pass the qualifying examination and obtain the license.

A Kenchikushi or any party who employs Kenchikushi shall establish a Kenchikushi office when he/she intends
to engage in design, construction administration and other related services in return for remuneration.

* 1 Design and construction administration:

Under the Kenchikushi Law  (hereinafter referred to as “the Law”), “design” means the preparation of drawings/specifications under the responsibility
of a qualified person. “Drawings/specifications” mean drawings (excluding full-scale drawings and the like) and specifications required for building
construction work (Article 2 paragraph 6 of the Law). Such drawings/specifications include documents covering the whole or part of a construction
work, as well as documents related to MEP systems and building structure. Similarly, “construction administration” means the verifying of construction
work with drawings/specifications and confirming whether or not the construction work is carried out in accordance with such drawings/specifications
under the responsibility of a qualified person (Article 2 paragraph 8 of the Law).

k2 Building(s):

Structures fixed on the ground having roofs as well as columns or walls (including structures of similar construction); gates or fences attached thereto;
structures used as grand-stands; or structures used as offices, stores, play houses, warehouses or other facilities similar thereto established in
underground or elevated structures (excluding those facilities which are provided within the site of a railway or tramway for the operation and
maintenance thereof, as well as bridges, platform sheds, storage tanks and other facilities similar thereto). Building equipment shall be considered
as part of a building. (Article 2 item (1) of the Building Standard Law)

2| The Kenchikushi Law

The Law specifies such aspects as scope of their exclusive services, licensing, qualifying examination, professional
services, Kenchikushi offices, and penal provisions.

Aiming to:

Stipulate the qualification required of a professional engaged in design,
construction administration and related services pertaining to buildings and thereby
to ensure that the proper services be provided so as to contribute to the
improvement of building quality.

Providing in regard to:

Kenchikushi
aw Scope of their Building design and construction administration
exclusive services engaged in only by Kenchikushi
Kenchikushi
qualifying Qualifying examinations, licensing (registration,
examinations and revocation, etc.) and others

their license

. . . Design, construction administration, alteration of
SRR Gl L O] design, signing, reporting, special provisions and others
Registration of Kenchikushi office, Kanri Kenchikushi,

Kenchikushi office display of signage and others

Review Council for Kenchikushi, Kenchikushi Kai,

Others Kenchikushi Kai Rengokai, penal provisions and others
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@ Kenchikushi license

- The 1st-class Kenchikushi license shall be awarded by the Minister, and the 2nd-class Kenchikushi or a
Mokuzo Kenchikushi license shall be awarded by a prefectural governor. (Article 4 paragraph 1 and 3
of the Law)

- The Kenchikushi license shall be awarded after the registration of the individual in the register of
respective type of the Kenchikushi. (Article 5 paragraph 1 and 2 of the Law).

O Persons who cannot obtain licenses (Article 7 of the Law):
A minor / A person sentenced to imprisonment without work or more severe penalty and for whom five years
have yet to elapse since execution of the sentence / A person fined for violating the Kenchikushi Law or for
committing a crime in connection with building construction and for whom five years have yet to elapse since
execution of the sentence, and others.

Requirement for license registration

In accordance with the revision of the Kenchikushi Law (December 14, 2018) and its enforcement (March 1,
2020), the practical experience now can be gained during the period from graduation of the school to the time
of application for a license, prior or posterior to the qualifying examination in principle.

For 1st-class Kenchikushi (Article 4 paragraph 2 of the Law)

Academic background and qualifications related to architecture and others Years of practical experience
University (including former college) * 2 years or more after graduation
3-year junior college (except evening classes) * 3 years or more after graduation
2-year junior college or college of technology * 4 years or more after graduation
2nd-class Kenchikushi 4 years or more as a 2nd-class Kenchikushi

4 years or more as a Building Mechanical and

Building Mechanical and Electrical Engineer Electrical Engineer

Deemed by the Minister to be qualified Prescribed years or more
* should have completed the designated architecture-related subjects

For 2nd-class Kenchikushi and Mokuzo Kenchikushi (Article 4 paragraph 4 of the Law)

Academic background and qualifications related to architecture and others Years of practical experience

0 year in principle

University (including junior college) or college of technology * (prescribed years could be required)

High school or secondary educational school * 2 years or more after graduation
Deemed by the prefectural governor to be qualified Prescribed years or more
Building Mechanical and Electrical Engineer 0 year

No architecture-related academic background 7 years or more

* should have completed the designated architecture-related subjects

Flow for Kenchikushi Registration

Success in the
examination A )

@ Practical experience Application ss:fs f}rlréen Registration /
chloo!* for issuance practical Issuance of
raduation ] ; . i ] i

& Practical Success in the Practical of license experience License
experience A** examination experience B**

* ”School” includes a university, junior college, college of technology, special training college and polytechnic college that
provides the designated subjects.

** Total of the years of “Practical experience A” and “Practical experience B” should be more than prescribed years.
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@ Services and titles exclusive to Kenchikushi

+ Only Kenchikushi may engage in the design or the construction administration of those buildings defined by the
Kenchikushi Law. (Article 3 to Article 3-3 of the Law)

+ A person who does not hold the Kenchikushi title must not use the title of Kenchikushi, and Kenchikushi may
only use the title corresponding to the type of Kenchikushi license he/she has obtained. (Article 34 of the Law)

@ Types of Kenchikushi and their scope of work

1st-class Kenchikushi : any buildings regardless of its structure, sale, or use;

2nd-class Kenchikushi : relatively small buildings;

Mokuzo Kenchikushi : only small-scale wooden buildings;

Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi | MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi: Given to a 1st-class
Kenchikushi who has engaged in services of structural design or MEP design respectively for five years or
more and have completed the prescribed training program (Articles 10-2-2 of the Law).

Scope of design and construction administration work by Kenchikushi type

In three years’ time some changes will be made in the following diagram (red characters) in line with revision of the Kenchikushi law.

Wooden structure Non-wooden structure All structures

Total height £13m

Total floor area Total height >13m

5 and o
S (m?) height of eaves =9m height of eaves
1 sto 2 stories 3 stories or Up to 2 3 stories >9m
ry more stories or more
< A
S 230 No license required (A)
(A)
30 <S =100 Only 1st-class Kenchikushi or 2nd-
class Kenchikushi
Only Kenchikushi
100 <S 300 (B) (C)

300 <S =500

500 <S =1000

Only 1st-class Kenchikushi

(D)

1000 < S

(1)* General-purpose buildings

(2)* Special-purpose buildings: schools; hospitals; theaters; cinemas; grandstands; public halls; assembly halls with
auditoriums; department stores.
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E Services of Kenchikushi

Services provided by Kenchikushi include the following:

Design (preparations of
drawings/specifications)

(Article 3 ~ Article 3-3 of the
Law)

Construction administration
(Article 3 ~ Article 3-3 of the Law)

Other services
(Article 21 of the Law)

Design buildings in compliance
with requirements specified in

(Article 18 paragraph 1 of the
Law)

laws, regulations and ordinances.

Verify the construction work with
the drawings/specifications to
confirm that the construction work
is implemented in accordance
with the drawings/specifications.
(Article 2 paragraph 8 of the Law)

Explain the particulars of the
design to its client as
appropriate. (Article 18
paragraph 2 of the Law)

In cases where the construction
work is not being implemented in
accordance with the
drawings/specifications, instruct
the executor of the construction
work to execute the work in
accordance with the drawings/
specifications. (Article 18
paragraph 3 of the Law)

Put your signature on the
drawings/specifications. (Article
20 paragraph 1 of the Law)

Report the results of the
construction administration in
writing to the building owners.

(Article 20 paragraph 3 of the
Law)

Paperwork related to building
construction contracts

Supervision of building
construction work

Inspection and assessment or
appraisal

Agent services of procedures
required by laws and regulations
or ordinances related to building
construction

Special provisions for Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi and
MEP design 1st-class Kenchikushi

For buildings larger than the prescribed scale, a Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi must perform the
structural design and an MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi must perform the MEP design; or a holder of
the relevant qualification must confirm that the design complies with the relevant law. (Article 20-2 and Article
20-3 of the Law)

Responsibility of Kenchikushi

A Kenchikushi must always maintain his/her professional ethics and be thoroughly familiar with laws and
regulations pertaining to the services of Kenchikushi, as well as the practice thereof, and provide services
with fairness and integrity so as to contribute to the improvement of building quality. (Article 2-2 of the
Law)

A Kenchikushi must make every effort to maintain and improve his/her knowledge and skills necessary
for design and construction administration. (Article 22 paragraph 1 of the Law)
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Kenchikushi office

Registration of Kenchikushi office

When a Kenchikushi or any party who employs a Kenchikushi intends to engage in the business of offering design

and related services for remuneration upon request from others, he/she must establish a Kenchikushi office and
register it with the prefectural governor. (Article 23 of the Law)

O Establishment of Kenchikushi office (Article 23 and Article 23-2 of the Law)
+ Afounder of a Kenchikushi office does not have to be a Kenchikushi.
+ There are no requirements in regard to the citizenship or domicile of a founder of a Kenchikushi office or the type
of business operation of the Kenchikushi office to be established (sole proprietorship or corporation).

A Kenchikushi office must be registered by the governor of the prefecture where the Kenchikushi office is located.
+ The registration must be renewed every five years.

O Management of Kenchikushi office (Article 24 of the Law)
A Kenchikushi office must employ a Kenchikushi on an exclusive basis to manage the Kenchikushi office (Kanri
Kenchikushi). In order to become a Kanri Kenchikushi, a Kenchikushi should be engaged in design and related

services for a minimum of three years and subsequently complete the training program administered by a party to
which the Minister granted registration.

Duties of a founder of a Kenchikushi office
A founder of a Kenchikushi office must:

(1) not let others conduct the business of the Kenchikushi office under his/her name (Article 24-2 of the Law);

(2) not subcontract any of its contracted services to any party other than a founder of a Kenchikushi office, or
subcontract the whole of a contracted service to a founder of another Kenchikushi office (Article 24-3 of the Law);

(3) prepare and keep a record of the services provided and keep the drawings and documents related to its services
(Article 24-4 of the Law);

(4) display signage as stipulated by MLIT Order at a conspicuous place in the Kenchikushi office so that the public can
readily see it (Article 24-5 of the Law);

(5) keep the documents describing the record of services provided by the Kenchikushi office and documents listing the
names of the Kenchikushi who are employed by the Kenchikushi office and the record of their services, and allow

a building owner or any person intending to enter into a contract for the services to have access to such documents
upon request (Article 24-6 of the Law);

(6) have the Kanri Kenchikushi or other Kenchikushi who is employed by said Kenchikushi office deliver in writing and
explain to the building owner in advance the matters regarding the particulars of the contract when entering into a
contract for design or construction administration with a building owner (Article 24-7 of the Law);

(7) issue documents describing the particulars of the contract to the client upon conclusion of a design contract or
construction administration contract (Article 24-8 of the Law);

(8) use best efforts to secure funds by means of professional liability insurance and such in order to compensate for a
possible loss resulted from his/her service (Article 24-9 of the Law);

@ Registration in number (as of April, 2020)

1st-class Kenchikushi: 371,184

. : Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi: 10,153 MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi: 5,656
Kenchikushi

2nd-class Kenchikushi: 775,032

Mokuzo Kenchikushi: 18,364

- Each figure above is a simple total of Kenchikushi who holds the license in that type, and the total of Kenchikushi who holds multiple types of
license or the type thereof is unknown.

- The Kenchikushi Law only requires registration by Kenchikushi type, and does not require registration by its profession (i.e. architect or
engineer), therefore accurate number of the “architects” is unknown.

| 1st-class Kenchikushi office - 74,732 |

Total: 100,042

Kenchikushi office
| 2nd-class Kenchikushi office : 25,095 |

| Mokuzo Kenchikushi office : 215 |
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Qualifying examination for Kenchikushi

Examination organization

Parties must be designated by the Minister that conducts affairs related to the qualifying examination
for 1st-class Kenchikushi and by the prefectural governor for 2nd-class and Mokuzo Kenchikushi. As
of March 2021, the Japan Architectural Education and Information Center conducts the affairs related
to the qualifying examinations for all types of Kenchikushi.

Eligibility for qualifying examination

1st-class Kenchikushi (Article 14 of the Law)

Academic background* and qualifications related to architecture and others

Graduates of university, junior college, college of technology, special training college and others after
completion of the designated architecture-related subjects

2nd-class Kenchikushi

Building Mechanical and Electrical Engineer

Deemed by the Minister to be qualified (including graduates of universities abroad)

* Requirement of the architecture-related academic background differs depending on the school entrance
year (FY2008 or before and FY2009 and after)

2nd-class Kenchikushi and Mokuzo Kenchikushi (Article 15 of the Law)

Academic background* and qualifications Years of practical experience
related to architecture and others (gained until the day before the academic examination)
University, junior college, college of technology,
high school*, special training college®,
vocational training school*

No requirement
* prescribed years could be required

Building Mechanical and Electrical Engineer No requirement

Deemed by a prefectural governor to be

qualified Prescribed years
(including graduates of universities abroad)

No architecture-related academic background 7 years or more

* Requirement of academic background differs depending on the school entrance year (FY2008 or before and
FY2009 and after), and the requirement of practical experience differs depending on the period of its
obtainment as follows:

1. On November 27, 2008 or before;

2. From November 28, 2008 through February 29, 2020;

3. On March 1, 2020 and after

13
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From Kenchikushi qualifying examination through obtaining a Kenchikushi license

The Kenchikushi qualifying examination consists of a written examination on academic subjects
and examination on design/drawing. A person who passes the academic portion of the qualifying
examination is eligible to sit for an examination on design/drawing maximum three times in the
five-year period including the year he/she passes the examination on academic subjects.

Starting from design/drawing examination
Starting from academic examination (a person who has passed the academic

examination)

Application for examination

Screening of eligibility to take the examination

i

Examination on academic subjects

|

Success in the examination on academic subjects

| !

Examination on design / drawing

|

Success in the examination on design / drawing

Application for a license (1st-class Kenchikushi = Minister;
2nd-class Kenchikushi and Mokuzo Kenchikushi = prefectural governor)

!

Assessment of the practical experience / Registration in the Kenchikushi register (by
the designated registration organization)

Issuance of Kenchikushi
license

15
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Examination on academic subjects

1st-class Kenchikushi

Number
Subject Contents of Hours
questions
I. Planning Archltegtural planning, building 20
cost estimate and others
. . . 2 hrs.
Il. Environment/ En\/tlronmgntlell englqeerlr}g, MEP 20
MEP systems systems (incl. overview o
equipment and apparatuses) and
others
lll. Laws and regulations Buﬂdlng-related laws and 30 1.75 hrs.
regulations
Structural dynamics, general
IV. Structure structure of building, building 30
materials and others 2.75 hrs.
V. Construction work Building construction and others 25

2nd-class Kenchikushi and Mokuzo Kenchikushi

Subject

I. Architectural planning

Il. Related laws and
regulations

lll. Building structure

IV. Building construction

Number of
. Hours
questions
25
3 hrs.
25
25
3 hrs.
25

Examination on design / drawing (Contents of the examination are subject to change)

Qualifying examination for | Hours Structure Drawings to be submitted (scale)
. . Site plans, floor plan of each floor, section (1/200 each), schedule of
1st-class Kenchikushi | 6.5hrs. | RC or SRC and others areas, points of planning, etc.
Site plans, floor plan of each floor, elevation (1/100 each), partial
Wooden structure detailed drawing (cross section) (1/20), section (1/100), schedule of
areas, schedule of finishing, points of planning, etc.
; k1
2nd-class Kenchikushi 5hrs. Site plans, floor plan of each floor, elevation (1/100 each), partial
Non-wooden structure detailed drawing (cross section) (1/20), section (1/100), schedule of
areas, finishes schedule, material list of major structural parts, points
of planning, etc.
Floor plan of each floor, foundation framing plan, floor framing plan,
. Wooden structure roof framing plan (1/100 each), measuring rod drawing (1/10) or
2 gp : 9 9
Mokuzo Kenchikushi S frs. (2 stories) sectional detail drawing (1/20), material list of major structural parts
(bill of quantities for the major structures), etc.

Applicants prepare a design drawing in accordance with the conditions provided on the day of the examination. The specifications
including the subject and drawings/documents to be submitted are announced prior to the examination.
*1  For the qualifying examination for 2nd-class Kenchikushi, the subject will be either a wooden structure or a non-wooden structure.
*2 For the qualifying examination for Mokuzo Kenchikushi, applicants select either a measuring rod drawing (1/10) or a sectional

detail drawing (1/20) at the test site in addition to the mandatory drawings to submit.
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2015 30, 462 3,714 12.4 23, 680 5,103 21.5 556 152 21.3
2016 30, 648 3,673 12.0 23,333 5,920 25.4 558 198 35.5
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2018 30, 545 3, 8217 12.5 23,533 5,997 25.5 573 205 35.8
2019 29,741 3,57 12.0 22,715 5,037 22.2 637 212 33.3
2020 35, 783 3,796 10.6 22,628 5,979 26.4 643 243 31.8
2021 317,907 3,765 9.9 23,513 5, 559 23.6 131 241 33.0
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Pass Rate in Previous Years

1st-class Kenchikushi 2nd-class Kenchikushi Mokuzo Kenchikushi
Year | Applicants | Success Pas(osA;ate Applicants | Success Pas(osA;ate Applicants | Success Pas(os/ol)'ate
2012 34,511 4,276 124 26,446 6,115 231 705 234 33.2
2013 31,704 4,014 12.7 24,971 4,864 19.5 628 180 28.7
2014 30,330 3,825 12.6 24,033 5,842 243 558 223 40.0
2015 30,462 3,774 124 23,680 5,103 21.5 556 152 27.3
2016 30,648 3,673 12.0 23,333 5,920 25.4 558 198 35.5
2017 31,061 3,365 10.8 23,735 5,763 243 616 247 40.1
2018 30,545 3,827 12.5 23,533 5,997 25.5 573 205 35.8
2019 29,741 3,571 12.0 22,715 5,037 22.2 637 212 33.3
2020 35,783 3,796 10.6 22,628 5,979 26.4 643 243 37.8
2021 37,907 3,765 9.9 23,513 5,559 23.6 731 241 33.0

@ Training programs

A Kenchikushi who belongs to a Kenchikushi office, corresponding to his/her Kenchikushi type, shall take a
training program every three years.

In addition, Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi and MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi (P.7) are required
to complete the respective training program every three years whether or not he/she belongs to a Kenchikushi
office. (Articles 22-2 of the Law)

The Japan Architectural Education and Information Center is registered by the Minister as a party to conduct
affairs related to the above training programs.

@ Requirements for overseas architects and building-related engineers to
obtain Kenchikushi license

In principle, overseas architects and building-related engineers who intend to obtain a Kenchikushi license
must pass the Kenchikushi qualifying examination before registration and receiving the license. There is no
citizenship requirement for foreign applicants, and exceptional measures are applicable for a person:
1) Who has the academic background obtained overseas (Article 14 paragraph 1 item (3) and Article 15
paragraph 1 item (2) of the Law) — Page 21;
2) Who holds a valid foreign architect license (the examination may be exempted if deemed to possess
qualifications equal or superior to those of the respective type of Kenchikushi). (Article 4 paragraph 5 of
the Law) — Page 23
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1) Applicants with overseas academic background

A graduate of a university where he/she has completed the architecture-related
subjects

l

Qualifying examinations for Kenchikushi
(examinations on academic subjects and design / drawing)

l

Success in the examinations

l

Application for a license (1st-class Kenchikushi = Minister;
2nd-class Kenchikushi and Mokuzo Kenchikushi = prefectural governor)

l

Issuance of Kenchikushi license
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2) Applicants for 1st-class Kenchikushi with an overseas architect / engineer license

Architect / Engineer from overseas

(those who hold a valid overseas license for building design)

Article 4 paragraph 5 of the Law

! l !

<Route A> <Route B> <Route C>
Individual assessment of the The Minister consults with the .
licensing system of the country Central Review Council whether For APEC Archltects* from
where the applicant obtained his/her the applicant has architectural the economies ’_chat have a
license (i.e. eligibility to sit for the skills that, if positively mutual recognition
examination, contents of the license implemented, will contribute to arrangement with Japan.
examination, range of services the improvement of building The Monitoring Committee
covered by the license), educational quality in Japan. Japan administers the
programs the applicant has Domain Specific Test, marks
completed and the applicant’s the test and reports the
practical experience. result to the Minister.

I Interview (If necessary)

Written examination to confirm the
applicant’'s understanding of the
Japanese legal system and
building/architecture-related
requirements (contents of the
examination vary depending on the
applicant’s experience and others.)

| | !

The Minister deems the applicant possesses qualifications equal or
superior to those of the 1st-class Kenchikushi.

!

Application for a 1st-class Kenchikushi license

!

Registration in the 1st-class Kenchikushi register (by the designated registration organization)

Issuance of 1st-class Kenchikushi license

* APEC Architect Project

+ The APEC Architect Project awards the title of APEC Architect to senior architects who have a certain level of practical experience. This title
is valid within the APEC area, and its registration is conducted in a uniform manner throughout the area.

- Registered APEC Architects from an economy that has established a mutual recognition arrangement with another economy are exempt
from some of the qualifying examination and other standard requirements in the other economy and are entitled to a fast-track cross-
border registration.

+ As of 2022, Australia and New Zealand have a mutual agreement with Japan.
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