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@ Kenchikushi

Kenchikushi is a national qualification under the Kenchikushi Law. The Kenchikushi Law (“the
Law”) was promulgated and came into effect in 1950, and has been revised several times since
then.

The holder of the Kenchikushi qualification, referred to as a “Kenchikushi,” is licensed to provide
services such as design and construction administration™ of buildings %, and plays the dual role of
an architect and a building engineer. Those who intend to become Kenchikushi must pass the
qualifying examination for Kenchikushi and obtain the license through the registration procedure.
There are three types of Kenchikushi licenses (1st-class Kenchikushi, 2nd-class Kenchikushi, and
Mokuzo Kenchikushi), which restrict the use, scale and structure of buildings for which the
Kenchikushi is qualified to offer a professional service.

For buildings larger than the prescribed scale, a Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi™® must
perform the structural design and an MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi® must perform the MEP
design; or a holder of the relevant qualification must confirm that the design complies with the
relevant law. (Articles 20-2 and 20-3 of the Law)

{ 1st-class Kenchikushi ] The Minister*

[ Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi }

[ MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi ]

Kenchikushi

Prefectural

E 2nd-class Kenchikushi }

0 Governor
Mokuzo Kenchikushi J

* “The Minister” refers to the Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism.

A Kenchikushi who intends to engage in the business of offering design and related services for
remuneration upon request must establish a Kenchikushi office and employ a Kanri Kenchikushi
on an exclusive basis to manage the Kenchikushi office. To qualify as a Kanri Kenchikushi, a
Kenchikushi must have engaged in design and related services as a Kenchikushi for a minimum
of three years and subsequently have completed the prescribed training program.

1st-class Kenchikushi, 2nd-class Kenchikushi, and Mokuzo Kenchikushi employed by a
Kenchikushi office and Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi and MEP Design 1st-class
Kenchikushi must take a training program every three years. (Article 22-2 of the Law)

Notes:

*1 Design and construction administration:
Under the Law, “design” means preparation of drawings/specifications under the responsibility of a qualified person.
“Drawings/specifications” means drawings (excluding full-scale drawings and the like) and specifications required for
building construction work. (Article 2 paragraph 5 of the Law) Such drawings/specifications include documents covering
the whole or part of a construction work, as well as documents related to MEP systems and building structure. Similarly,
“construction administration” means the verifying of construction work with the drawings/specifications under the
responsibility of a qualified person to confirm whether or not the construction work is carried out in accordance with such
drawings/specifications. (Article 2 paragraph 7 of the Law)

*2  Building(s):
"Building” means any roofed structure fixed to the ground having columns or walls; gates or fences attached thereto; any
structure used as a grandstand; or any office, store, performance facility, warehouse, or any other similar facility
constructed in an underground or elevated structure (excluding any facility constructed within a railway or tramway site).
MEP systems are deemed to be part of a building. (Article 2 item (1) of the Building Standard Law)

*3 Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi and MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi are titles given to 1st-class Kenchikushi
who have respectively engaged in services of structural design or MEP design for five years or more and have completed
the prescribed training program. MEP stands for “mechanical, electrical, and plumbing,” and it includes conveying

systems and lightning protection systems.
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@ Services and titles exclusive to Kenchikushi

* Only Kenchikushi may engage in the design or the construction administration of those buildings
defined by the Law. (Article 3 to 3-3 of the Law)
= A person who does not hold the Kenchikushi title must not use the title of Kenchikushi, and

Kenchikushi may only use the title corresponding to the type of Kenchikushi license he/she has
obtained. (Article 34 of the Law)

Types of Kenchikushi and scope of work

1st-class Kenchikushi:  Can design and perform construction administration for any building,
regardless of its structure, scale, or use.

2nd-class Kenchikushi: Can design and perform construction administration for relatively small
buildings.

Mokuzo Kenchikushi: ~ Can design and perform construction administration only for small
wooden buildings.

Scope of Design Work and Construction Administration by Kenchikushi Type

Wooden structure Non-wooden structure All structures

Total height =13m Total height =13m

Total floor area . and . and Total height >13m
(S; m?) height of eaves =9m height of eaves =9m or

3 stories Upto2 3 stories height of eaves >9m

or more stories or more
S =30 A

30 <S =100

1 story 2 stories

100 <S =300 B

300 <S =500
General-purpose
buildings
Special-purpose
buildings*
General-purpose
buildings
Special-purpose
buildings*

500 <S =1000

1000 <S

No license is required.

1st-class, 2nd-class or Mokuzo Kenchikushi only
1st-class or 2nd-class Kenchikushi only
1st-class Kenchikushi only

gow>»

* “Special-purpose buildings” refers to schools, hospitals, theaters, cinemas, grandstands, public halls, assembly halls with
auditoriums, and department stores.

@ Responsibility of Kenchikushi

* A Kenchikushi must always maintain his/her professional ethics and be thoroughly familiar with
laws and regulations pertaining to the services of Kenchikushi, as well as the practice thereof,
and provide services with fairness and integrity so as to contribute to the improvement of
building quality. (Article 2-2 of the Law)

* A Kenchikushi must make every effort to maintain and improve his/her knowledge and skills
necessary for design and construction administration. (Article 22 paragraph 1 of the Law)
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@ Services of Kenchikushi

Services provided by Kenchikushi include the following:

Design (preparations of
drawings / specifications)
(Article 3 of the Law)

Design buildings in
compliance with requirements
specified in laws, regulations
and ordinances. (Article 18
paragraph 1 of the Law)

Explain the particulars of the
design to its client as
appropriate. (Article 18
paragraph 2 of the Law)

Sign and apply seals to the
drawings / specifications.
(Article 20 paragraph 1 of the
Law)

Construction administration
(Article 3 of the Law)

Verify the construction work

with the drawings /
specifications to confirm that the
construction work is
implemented in

accordance with the drawings /
specifications. (Article

2 paragraph 7 of the Law)

In cases where the construction
work is not being implemented in
accordance with the drawings /
specifications, instruct the
executor of the construction
work to execute the work in
accordance with the drawings /
specifications. (Article 18
paragraph 3 of the Law)

Report the results of the
construction administration in
writing to the building

owners. (Article 20 paragraph 3
of the Law)

Others
(Article 21 of the Law)

Affairs related to building
construction contracts

Supervision of building
construction work

Inspection and assessment or
appraisal

Agent services of procedures
required by laws and
regulations or ordinances
related to building
construction



@ BE DB

BETRIFET. BETHRICEHEL, BIRBREXFHEFRMAENEERT 2EETDRFICEERT S
CETEEAXRBREXEIMEMBEMENORMAEINET, (REL4E. £5F)

REFAEAZITONGNE EETH)

- REEE. REHERRAREHEEEN. FIFE 1 BEFESXIIFE 10 F£5 1 HICKYRFIUER S £
BLGEWNE

- ZELEORIZBE SN, ZOROBITERS EERBLAEVE F



@ Registration of Kenchikushi

A person intending to become a Kenchikushi must pass a qualifying examination of an applicable
type before applying for a license. The Minister awards the 1st-class Kenchikushi license when the
successful candidate’s name is registered on the register administered by the Minister;
similarly, a prefectural governor awards the 2nd-class Kenchikushi or Mokuzo Kenchikushi license
when the successful candidate’s name is registered on the register administered by the
prefectural governor. (Articles 4 and 5 of the Law)

Qualifying examination for Qualifying examination for Qualifying examination for
1st-class Kenchikushi 2nd-class Kenchikushi Mokuzo Kenchikushi
v v v
Success in the qualifying examination
v v v

Registration on the Registration on the
1st-class Kenchikushi
regits’::e??dmierﬁgtérgj t;y 2nd-class Kenchikushi register Mokuzo Kenchikushi register
the Minister administered by a prefectural governor
v v v
Issuance of license

N4 v v

1st-class Kenchikushi 2nd-class Kenchikushi Mokuzo Kenchikushi

Examples of persons who cannot obtain licenses (Article 7 of the Law):

- Any minor; adult ward or person under curatorship; or a person whose license was revoked
under Article 9 paragraph 1 item (4) or Article 10 paragraph 1 less than five years previously;

- Any person who was sentenced to imprisonment without work or more severe penalty less than
five years previously.
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Kenchikushi office

When a Kenchikushi or any party who employs a Kenchikushi intends to engage in the business of
offering design and related services for remuneration upon request, he/she must establish a
Kenchikushi office and register it with the relevant prefectural governor. (Article 23 of the Law)

OEstablishment of Kenchikushi office (Articles 23 and 23-2 of the Law)

- A founder of a Kenchikushi office does not have to be a Kenchikushi.

- There are no requirements in regard to the citizenship or domicile of a founder of a
Kenchikushi office or the type of business operation of the Kenchikushi office to be
established (sole proprietorship or corporation).

= A Kenchikushi office must be registered by the governor of the prefecture where the
Kenchikushi office is located.

- The registration must be renewed every five years.

OManagement of Kenchikushi office (Article 24 of the Law)

= A Kenchikushi office must employ a Kenchikushi on an exclusive basis to manage the
Kenchikushi office (Kanri Kenchikushi*)
*A Kanri Kenchikushi is a Kenchikushi who has engaged in design and related services for a minimum of three
years and has subsequently completed the training program administered by a party to which the Minister
granted registration. (Article 24 paragraph 2 of the Law)

Duties of a founder of a Kenchikushi office

A founder of a Kenchikushi office must:

(1)
(2)

3)
(4)
(5)

not let others conduct the business of the Kenchikushi office under his/her name (Article
24-2 of the Law);

not subcontract any of its contracted services to any party other than a founder of a
Kenchikushi office, or subcontract the whole of a contracted service to a founder of another
Kenchikushi office (Article 24-3 of the Law);

prepare and keep a record of the services provided and keep the drawings and documents
related to its services (Article 24-4 of the Law);

display signage as stipulated by MLIT Order at a conspicuous place in the Kenchikushi office
so that the public can readily see it (Article 24-5 of the Law);

keep the documents describing the record of services provided by the Kenchikushi office and
documents listing the names of the Kenchikushi who are employed by the Kenchikushi office
and the record of their services, and allow a building owner or any person intending to enter
into a contract for the services to have access to such documents upon request (Article 24-6
of the Law);

have the Kanri Kenchikushi or other Kenchikushi deliver in writing and explain to the building
owner in advance the matters regarding the particulars of the contract when entering into a
contract for design or construction administration with a building owner (Article 24-7 of the
Law);

issue documents describing the particulars of the contract to the client upon conclusion of a
design contract or construction administration contract (Article 24-8 of the Law).
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Total number of registered Kenchikushi and registered Kenchikushi offices

Total number of registered Kenchikushi (as of September 30, 2012)

1st-class 2nd-class Mokuzo Total
Kenchikushi Kenchikushi Kenchikushi
348,436 738,052 17,000 1,103,488
Structural Design MEP Design
1st-class Kenchikushi 1st-class Kenchikushi
8,634 4,283

* The above figures are the number of Kenchikushi registered for each license type, including Kenchikushi who hold multiple
Kenchikushi licenses. The total number of multiple license holders and the breakdowns of single and multiple license holders
for each license type are not available.

Total number of registered Kenchikushi offices (as of September 30, 2012)

1st-class 2nd-class Mokuzo Total
Kenchikushi office Kenchikushi office Kenchikushi office
80,485 28,561 376 109,422

@ Qualifying examination for Kenchikushi

Parties conducting affairs related to the 1st-class Kenchikushi qualifying examinations must be
designated by the Minister, and parties conducting affairs related to the 2nd-class Kenchikushi
and Mokuzo Kenchikushi qualifying examinations must be designated by the prefectural governor.
(Articles 15-2 and 15-6 of the Law) As of this writing, the Japan Architectural Education and
Information Center conducts the affairs related to the qualifying examinations for all types of
Kenchikushi.

Eligibility for qualifying examinations

The academic requirement for taking a qualifying examination for Kenchikushi has been changed
from “having graduated after completing the designated program” to “having graduated after
completing architecture-related subjects designated by the Minister (designated subjects)”. The
change applies, in principle, to students entering universities and other educational institutions in
FY2009 or later.

For applicants “who have already graduated the designated universities” at the time of revision of
the Law or “who were enrolled in the designated universities at the time of the revision and
graduated after the revision,” the former requirement applies.

In regard to the requirement of practical experience, the new requirement is limited to “practical
experience that will help obtain knowledge and skills necessary for conducting design and
construction administration” instead of “building-related experience”.

The former requirements were effective until November 27, 2008, and the new ones have applied

since November 28, 2008. Practical experience gained before and after the revision can be
added.
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Eligibility for qualifying examination for 1st-class Kenchikushi (Article 14 of the Law)

Academic background (must have completed
the subjects designated by the Minister and
graduated) and others

Years of practical experience
(former requirements)

University (including former college)

2 years or more*
(2 years or more for graduates of an architecture or
civil engineering program)

3-year junior college (except evening classes)

3 years or more*
(3 years or more for graduates of an architecture or
civil engineering program)

2-year junior college

4 years or more*
(4 years or more for graduates of an architecture or
civil engineering program)

College of technology (including former
vocational training school)

4 years or more*
(4 years or more for graduates of an architecture or
civil engineering program)

2nd-class Kenchikushi

4 years or more

Deemed by the Minister to be qualified (MLIT Notification No. 745, 2008 and others)

Building Mechanical and Electrical Engineer

4 years or more

*

When meeting the requirement of the designated subjects

Eligibility for qualifying examinations for 2nd-class Kenchikushi and Mokuzo Kenchikushi

(Article 15 of the Law)

Academic background (must have completed
the subjects designated by the Minister and
graduated) and others

Years of practical experience
(former requirements)

University (including former college)
Junior college

College of technology (including former
vocational training school)

No requirement*

(no requirement for graduates of an architecture
program / 1 year or more for graduates of a civil
engineering program)

High school

3 years or more*
(3 years or more for graduates of an architecture
program / civil engineering program)

No academic background in regard to
architecture

7 years or more

Deemed by the prefectural governor to be qualif

ied (those who satisfy Article 15 item (3) of the Law)

Building Mechanical and Electrical Engineer

No requirement

* When meeting the requirement of the designated subjects
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From Kenchikushi qualifying examination through registration of license

The Kenchikushi qualifying examination consists of a written examination on academic subjects
and design and drawing. Those who have passed the written examination on academic subjects
are exempt, upon application, from retaking the academic portions of the following two qualifying

examinations.

Starting from written examination on academic g;‘gvr\t,'lﬂg E@&?‘éavrg'gggggdoﬂjgﬁ;ﬁpeﬁ i
subjects examination in the last two years)

Application for examination

4

Screening of eligibility to take the examination

}

Examination on academic subjects

{

Examination result announcement

d

Only successful applicants

} ]

Examination on design and drawing

}

Success in examination on design and drawing

{

Registration of license (application to the Minister (1st-class Kenchikushi); application to the
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Examination on academic subjects

1st-class Kenchikushi

Academic subject Contents Numb_er of Time
questions
. Architectural planning, building cost
| Planning estimation and others 20 2h
ours

I Environment / MEP | Environmental engineering, MEP systems 20

systems (incl. overview of equipment)
[ Relateq laws and Building-related laws and regulations 30 1.75 hours

regulations
Structural dynamics, general structure of
IV Structure building, building materials and others 30
2.75 hours

V Construction work Building construction and others 25

2nd-class Kenchikushi and Mokuzo Kenchikushi

. . Number of ;
Academic subject questions Time

| Architectural planning 25

3 hours
Il Related laws and regulations 25
Il Building structure 25

3 hours
IV Building construction 25

Applicants prepare a design and drawing in the examination room in accordance with the design
specifications provided on the day of the examination. Prior to the examination, the design
assignment is announced for the qualifying examinations for 1st-class and 2nd-class Kenchikushi,
while the design assignment along with the required documents are announced for the qualifying
examination for Mokuzo Kenchikushi.

Examination of design and drawing (subject to change)

Category Time Structure Drawings to be submitted (scale)
Qualifying
examination for Site plans, floor plan of each floor, section (1/200
1st-class 6.5 hours RC or SRC each), schedule of areas, points of planning, etc.
Kenchikushi
Site plans, floor plan of each floor, elevation (1/100
o Wooden structure | each), sectional details (1/20) or section (1/100),
Qualifying schedule of areas, points of planning, etc.
examination for 5h - -
2nd-class ours Site plans, floor plan of each floor, elevation (1/100
Kenchikushi*' Non-wooden | each), sectional details (1/20) or section (1/100),
structure schedule of areas, finishes schedule, material list
of major structural parts, points of planning, etc.
Qualifying 1I:Tloorfplar! of elach floofr,ffour_ldaticlan fr(?ﬂigg plarr]],)
AR oor framing plan, roof framing plan each),
%gmlznoatlon for 5 hours Woczgesrt]Osrtireus(;ture measuging rod drawing (1/10) or sectional details
Kenchikushi (1/20)*, material list of major structural parts (bill of
quantities for the major structures), etc.

*1  For the qualifying examination for 2nd-class Kenchikushi, the subject will be either a wooden structure or a non-wooden

structure.

*2 For the qualifying examination for Mokuzo Kenchikushi, applicants select either a measuring rod drawing (1/10) or a
sectional details (1/20) at the time of examination, in addition to submitting mandatory drawings.
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2012 34, 511 4,276 12.4 26, 446 6,115 23.1 705 234 33.2
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Pass Rate in Previous Years

1st-class Kenchikushi 2nd-class Kenchikushi Mokuzo Kenchikushi
Year | Applicants | Success raT:?‘?/o ) Applicants | Success raFt):?; ) Applicants | Success rali:?g}o )
2003 55,045 4,477 8.1 45,673 12,103 26.5 807 373 46.2
2004 51,898 5,470 10.5 41,949 11,586 27.6 766 403 52.6
2005 49,976 5,648 11.1 38,633 9,018 233 865 464 53.6
2006 48,301 3,579 7.4 37,145 9,451 254 1,069 348 32.6
2007 46,204 3,705 8.0 36,529 7178 19.7 1,132 505 44.6
2008 51,323 4,144 8.1 39,787 8,901 224 1,083 436 40.3
2009 46,942 5,164 11.0 36,386 8,298 22.8 1,206 406 33.7
2010 43,520 4,476 10.3 31,730 7,706 243 1,035 383 37.0
20M 39,020 4,560 11.7 28,393 7,039 24.8 790 277 35.1
2012 34,511 4,276 12.4 26,446 6,115 23.1 705 234 33.2

Training programs

In order to qualify as a Kanri Kenchikushi, Structural Design 1st-class Kenchikushi, or MEP
Design 1st-class Kenchikushi, a Kenchikushi must complete the respective training program.
(Articles 24 and 10-2 of the Law)

A Kenchikushi who is employed by a Kenchikushi office must take a training program according to
the type of Kenchikushi license he/she holds every three years. Structural Design 1st-class
Kenchikushi and MEP Design 1st-class Kenchikushi are required to take a training program every
three years whether or not he/she is employed by a Kenchikushi office. (Article 22-2 of the Law)

The Japan Architectural Education and Information Center is registered by the Minister as a party
to conduct affairs related to the above training programs.
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Requirements for overseas architects and related building engineers to obtain a
Kenchikushi license

Obtaining a 1st-class Kenchikushi license

In principle, a person who intends to obtain a Kenchikushi license must pass the Kenchikushi
qualifying examination and register as a Kenchikushi. There is no citizenship requirement, and
there is a special provision relating to academic qualifications obtained overseas. (Article 14
paragraph 1 item (5) of the Law) —(1)

A person who has obtained a foreign architect license may obtain a Kenchikushi license without

taking the examination stipulated in the Law if deemed to possess qualifications equal or superior
to those of the respective type of Kenchikushi. (Article 4 paragraph3 of the Law)—(2)

(1) Applicants with overseas academic background

Those who have graduated from overseas universities with a degree in a relevant field of study

v

Those who may be recognized as having qualifications equivalent to those of Japanese
university graduates, subject to individual review by MLIT

Approval of the Minister

!

Qualifying examination for 1st-class Kenchikushi
(academic subject / design and drawing)

!

Success in the qualifying examination

A 4

Registration of 1st-class Kenchikushi

1st-class Kenchikushi




(2) HEO7—FTIF-TOO=T7DERZL>TERT HEE

NEOT—*TI - T2DZTF
(BEFRHIETOINEDRFERFLTLEH)

v

BELEZ 44X 3E

] , BAEMERRZLTNS
A A HAEB Ta/3— (%) D
d J APEC7—%F4 +

sEnARoRETHEONS (2 | HENCAAT S CHEED
BRA®. HBNE. RFI-LIEB oy

BEZ) RUREEOSE G oS SNHEERMERT HEH] CFHH

_ FTEMNENIONT, PREELE
BRERZEMNCEER ES (|- & BN E——
DERE - A -
v v ‘:H]E

EAEDEHE CREC T 5
EHDOERICOVTOERE GLED Y i e 1s
mEHE L RECET pERRR | BE WEIERD)
DRERVERI= L T)

v v v

EXRBAENA—HREELTLREDEREZRT HERTE

v

—REBEETREICER

v

—HREEL

¥ ANPEC7—XFHF-7FOPzV b

APEC 7—FTH k- TRV ) FEF, EHFRBRFICSOVT—ELARLLULEIZHZERBHONET—F T MIxF L. APEC HRTO
HEDHS AWECT7—FTI b)) £5Z, TOEFE APECHATHE-—MICITSIEETT .

APEC 7—F 79 &L TEEEZT-EE. —ERAEARBEFMHERIT. XAIT/ S—ITBTHERMBIIOVT, BEREDL
NE2ERERFO—HMLRBR SN, BRIELBBITHVET,

2013 2 AXRBEE. BALHERRET-o>-TCWAIO/ S—([E A—RSUTEZ2—P—F YV FTT,



(2) Applicants with an overseas license of an architect or engineer

Architect / Engineer

(Those who have obtained an overseas license for building design)

Article 4 paragraph 3 of the Law

<Route A>

<Route B>

APEC Architects from the
economies that have established
a mutual recognition
arrangement with Japan®

The Minister examines the individual
content of the overseas licensing system
(eligibility to take the examination,
content of the examination, range of
services covered by the license) of the
country where the applicant obtained
his/her license, as well as the applicant’s
practical experience.

The Minister decides whether the
applicant has architectural skills
required to make significant
contributions to the improvement of
building quality in Japan if positively
implemented, after consulting the
Central Review Council for
Kenchikushi.

i

{

Written examinations will be
conducted as necessary to confirm
the applicant’s understanding of the
Japanese legal system and building /
architecture related requirements.

Interview (If necessary)

Domain-Specific Test /
Grading / Decision

}

)

i

Kenchikushi.

The Minister deems the applicant possesses qualifications equal or superior to those of the 1st-class

v

Registration of 1st-class Kenchikushi

* APEC Architect Project

1st-class Kenchikushi

The APEC Architect Project awards the title of APEC Architect to senior architects who have a certain level of practical
experience. This title is valid within the APEC area, and its registration is conducted in a uniform manner throughout the
area.

Registered APEC Architects from an economy that has established a mutual recognition arrangement with another
economy are exempt from some of the qualifying examination and other standard requirements in the other economy and
are entitled to a fast-track cross-border registration.

As of the end of February 2013, Australia and New Zealand have a mutual agreement with Japan.
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